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Secondly, he was acting out in his unconscious phantasy the
feeling that the father had come alive again; the loud voice and
the violent movements represented a powerful father, once more
alive. But thirdly, in these screams and violence, he was also fight-
ing the "bad" father, the father who did not help his mother,
who ought to be there, but was dead. The father was "bad"
because he was not helping the child's mother, because he was
dead; and the child was fighting him, inside his own mind. In
these and other ways the child attempted to deal with the terrific
anxieties which the unhappy real situation aroused in his mind.
Here is another example of the way in which the details of the
child's behaviour are regarded by the analyst with the utmost
respect, and their full meaning sought. A boy of three and a half
was brought to analysis, again for violent tantrums and abnormal
dirtiness. At one year of age, he had lost his beloved nurse, on the
birth of a baby brother. In the succeeding two years, he had no
less than fourteen different nurses. He had been very dirty and
screamed very violently in his anxiety and frustration, and to his
mind, the successive losses of his nurse were the result of his
being dirty and his screaming. To some extent, this was true.
Several of the nurses had left for this reason, but it had not quite
so much influence on events as he thought. For him, there was
a simple and absolute causal connection between the two. When
a parting with the analyst was approaching soon after he had
begun analysis, because of the Christmas holidays, the child
showed his dread of a further loss in this way: he took a little
wooden doll, and got me to wrap it round and round very tightly
with string, round both the middle of the doll and the neck and
head and mouth. It was bound up tightly in this way with a
long string, and then wrapped in paper so that he could take it
home to his nannie. He was thus expressing his wish that I should
give him some means of controlling his tendency to scream and
to be dirty at home during the holidays, while he was not with
me, in order that his present nurse, who has been with him for
some time and is very good to him> should not leave him; and
in order that I myself should come back to him. He already
realized that through the analysis he would gain some control-
over these tendencies, and he wanted to be controlled, to be
bound round, to be kept clean and kept from screaming during
the holiday, lest his nannie should once again leave him, and
that awful sense of loss come again. This small piece of behaviour